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and are much terrified. Then the priests enter the shed,
followed by the boys, one at a time. As soon as each boy
' has disappeared within the precincts, a dull chopping sound
is heard, a fearful cry rings out, and a sword or spear, dripping
with blood, is thrust through the roof of the shed. This is a
token that -the boy's head has been cut off, and that the devil
has carried him away to the other world, there to regenerate
and transform him. So at sight of the bloody sword the
mothers weep and wail, crying that the devil has murdered
their children. In some places, it would seem, the boys are
pushed through an opening made in the shape of a crocodile's
jaws or a cassowary's beak, and it is then said that the devil
has swallowed them. The boys remain in the shed for five
or nine days. Sitting in the dark, they hear the blast of the
bamboo trumpets, and from time to time the s'ound of musket
shots and the clash of swords. Every day they bathe, and
their faces and bodies are smeared with a yellow dye, to give
them the appearance of having been swallowed' by the devil.
During his stay in the Kakian house each boy has one
or two crosses tattooed with thorns on his breast or arm.
When they are not sleeping, the lads must sit in a crouch-
ing posture without moving a muscle. As they sit in a row
cross-legged, with their hands stretched out, the chief takes
his trumpet, and placing the mouth of it on the hands of
each lad, speaks through it in strange tones, imitating the
voice of the spirits. He warns the lads, under pain of death,
to observe the rules of the Kakian society, and never to
reveal what has passed in the Kakian house. The novices
are also told by the priests to behave well to their blood
relations, and are taught the traditions and secrets of the
tribe.

Theresur- Meantime the mothers and sisters of the lads have gone
thenovices. ^ome to weeP and mourn. But in a day or two the men
who acted as guardians or sponsors to the novices return
to the village with the glad tidings that the devil, at the
intercession of the priests, has restored the lads to life. The
men who bring this news come in a fainting state and
daubed with mud, like messengers freshly arrived from the
nether world. Before leaving the Kakian house, each lad
receives from the priest a stick adorned at both ends with